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THi: POSSinLB EFFECTS OF THE
WAnD I.AW DECISION.

Our contctnporarlcs in the State are

not lncllned to think tliat the latitude
apparently glven the LeglFlature hi
the Ward law decision may worlc oul

unfortunatcly .somo day, and on the
¦whole we agree wlth them. llui
¦whether such unfortunate results nrt

. constltutlonal posslhlllty, as this

paper recently suggested, is qulte an¬

other mnttor.
The Frederlcksburg Free Lance sug-

gests thnt, with tlio exceptlon of the
seven-ycar perlod under the Under¬
wood Constltutlon, the Leglslature has
always had ns much authority as thls
decision glves it, and Ihat, in any
cape, future 1-^gisintures wlll be
chosen by the purlflcd nnd restrirteil
electorate prescrlbed by the Constltu¬
tlon. Legislatures so elected, It very
reasonably urgues, aro not llkely tc

Indulge in any wild and revolutlonnry
antlcs in regard to tho franrhlso. The
Norfolk Landmark ralls attention tc

ttectlon 23 of tho Constltutlon. whicli
ppeclflcally says: "Tho following per¬
sons shall bc oxcluded from registcrlnj:
and votlng: Idiots, in?ano persons and
paupcrs," etc, ote. Sitnllarly the New¬
port Newa Tlmes-Hcrald, notlng oui

suggeKtion as to how tho electorate
mlght bo dobasad for the purposes ol
special electlon**. pays: "All thls, we

think, would bo prevented by tlir
various clauscs in the Constltutlon re-

lating to registratlon."
Rut suppo>c that those registratior

clauses, also. were ignorod or over-

ridden, Suppose that some future
legisiaturo should elect, for its owi:

purposes, to do away wltli tbc regls-
tration requlroment entlrely for special
elections. Just a.s it ha* already done
away with the six months* prcpaymcnl
requirement for special election:*. lt
I t be very forclbly argued thal

t... rement tood on all
four?. and t1 at tho right to discard ono

Of them inipli* r. tho right to discaii:
the other. Section 18 of the Coiisti-
'fution, which pre-seribes Ihe "qualifi-
cations of voters," is a general Dum-

mary of the whole franchlse articlo. All
that follows Ig evldently bul an ampll-
lication and fuller explanatlon of the
rules lald down here. This section de-
fli es the conditions which must bo

taln the right "to voto for
' General Assembly and

all offlcers clectivo by the people," aa
foilow?: (l) The appiicant must be a

male cltizen wlio has attalncd his ma-

Jority; (2) he must have duly estab-
lishcd a residence; (") hc must be rcg-
Istered; and (») he must have pahJ
three yeara' poil-taxes slx months priot
f :'.:o electlon, as prescrlbed elsewhere
H'-re, then, are four diitlnct qualifi-
cations lald down by tho Constltutlon
a'.l apparently of equal cogency an.

weight.cltlsenshlp, residence, regis¬
tratlon aiwl poll-tax prepayment. Nott
t.,< Supreme Court haa decided that ont
of these quallflcaUons, namely poll-ta>
prepayment, does not apply to soecta
electiocf. *. haa delibarately author
Ued tho Legisiaturo to discard thli
qualtflcation and to subsUtutc for i
* not mentloned in the Consti
tulion. We have therefore isuggestci
tbat :f C:e Legisiaturo can supplan
one or puallflcattons as to spcclu
elections, and recelve Supremo Cour
eanctlon, It mlght bo ai.U. to .supplan
an: ¦¦:¦ all, If Xo. 4 of the abov
qualiflcatlons appliea only to genera
el< tlons, lt would be dilllcult to shov
why Nos. 1, 2 and ;; aro on a dlfteren
footlng; and :f the Leglslature of 180
was free to drop^ the constlttitlona
restriction ln regard to prepaylng poll
taxes, we know no reason why «om

future Leglslature should not feel frc
to drop tho constltutlonal restriction
ln regard lo cltlzenshlp, residence o

UUI'R
latun

ijuite true, ru the Frederlcks
per polnts om. that tlie l.cgi.*

is imu

freedom aa it now seems lo enjoy. Bt
tht- point about the Wafd law ls thi
u etnbodies the flrst attempt or tl
Legisiaturo lo dl .¦ gc from the pn

loi lald dov n ih ti... Constltutlc
"i 1302 and about the Wai

fhoi :. g ...- in to mako bui

B hasten to reassurc tho:
1 who think that wc a

li v ith dln forebodinga and feu
jtol dread o atlvi apostasy yet
jomi. Wi i... future wlth u
<Hi lurbi .i sen nit ¦. and do not so.

. rtpi ct to uniegli; red persons fro
tl... Sputhwesi votine ln Henrlco'a bo
election: '...- ..:.... u local opti
coot< st Let ri Iterate that, thou;
the argument suggested above bo tec
nicallv- wlthoul a flaw, wo gruvi
doubt ihat actt based upon it wm

j-.iand In thi courl There Is such
thing aa "tlu* splrlt ot the Conatll
tion." aw we ali Unow. Let u« a
once more tliat our aole ldea haa bc
i,, uggesi ihal the leglslatl ... frei di
i..--t..i,...i i. Llia \v.i.i law declsl
deslrable au lt ls, inuy not Inconoe
abiy 11 one d to asb d prlce of

a\ i\ i i:iti.-TED i vini-'F-MAKl'i
|-|..,i. Ile.iitutl oi \nt ./'* i'"

ln pai II nn nlai lann lagre, as lih
Uatcd lu thu Uoiwe Wiu other dtU', U

unnoce.ir.nry io orror eonimen**. Lie waa
oxrllod, he was battllng for IiIh own,
nnd hc Inlcr manfully npologlzcd. But
what shall ho sald ln cxtenuallon of
his poalilon as a representative of tho
people, whlle strnggllng vlgorously to
levy higher trlbute on tho poople In
nn Industry ln which he i.s financlally
Interested? Fordney has made no se-

crot of hls projirletary Interest In thu
quosllon of lumber Importatlon. lt
was 'fully understood durlng tho hcar-
Ings before the Ways nnd Means Com¬
mlttee, of whlch quHsl-jitdlclal body hc;
Is an actlvo member. "TV'hcn tho gen¬
tleman says that thore Is a combina¬
tlon of tho klnd," ho shoutod on the
floor tho othor day, "nnd that my firm
bclongs to lt, then ho knows nothlng
about It." My flrm" and "your flrm'*
apprnr lo have figured consldcrnbly lu
the debates. That a Congrossman's
private interest should ihus bo so

frankly aired in connectlon wlth pro¬
posed taxatlon seems to us a strlking
evldence of the klnd of demorallzation
whlch the dislrlbutlon of governnient
bountie.* unfalllngly brings about.
Doublless, Mr. Fordney has been
thlnklng for other mill -owners too,
but hls own pecunlary Interest ln the
lumber schedules Invalldato his opln¬
lons, and should sllence hlm whlle
these schedules nre being discussed.
As a member of tho Ways and Means
Commlttee, he has beon a judge sit-
tlng In his own cause.

Vet thls Congrcsaman is quoted as

"sarcastically attacklng" the testimony
of F, V, Lynch, Theodore Knoppcn arid
other Mlnnesota Iumbermen, "saylng
they were largely Interested ln Cuna-
dian lumber and wanted free lumber
for selilsh ends." ta it p6sslble that
ho concelves his own demand for
heavlly protected lumber to be dlc-
tated by pure unsoltisline*?s, by broad-
mlnded pntrlotlsm and publlc-spirited
conslderatlon of the wishes of others?
Satan reprovfng^ sin seems t.. bo the
natural analogy for a flnancially In¬
terested tariff-maker robuking others
for a fallure to show a large and no-

blc dlsinterest.

PHOHiniTION ANU THE RALEIOU
SCHOOLS.

As far as llalclgh goes. prohlbitlon
tn Xorth Carolina did not stop with
simply shuttlng up the saloons. lt
also shut up tho schools, qulto us se-

curely as tho thlrst emporiuras. Ra¬
leigh liad a dispensary, a well-ordered,
decorous and profltable Instltutlon. In
its threo or four years of Ufe lt
seemed to sottlo tho liquor question
in Raleigh very satlsfa'ctorlly, an.i lt
paid into tlie clty treasury a welcome
J60.000 or JSO.000 a year, of which tho
schools got about a thlrd. State-wldo
prohlbitlon autoniatlcally wlped out
the diapensary, and with it the proflts
and tho helpful contrlbulions to the

School revenues. Early tn March the
iol Board found tIihl it had not

[another dollar at its dlsposal, and
there was nothing for it but to close

i'all tho schools and try to borrovv

money witli which to reopcn tlicm.
The situatlon was naturally dls-

tasteful and cmbarrasslng to Raleigh.
A clty wlth a long-ttme reputatlon ns

jan educational centre. hardly llkes to go
through a third of the school year
without a slngle school in operatlon.
The cltizen.-; promptly voted to ini-

posc an eddltional tax on themselves,
but the money ,so derlved was not lo
be avaihabte untlj next year. Now tho
School Boarel has tinally met the slt-
uation by raising money ou the

strength of tlicr.e prospoctlvo tax

funds, ann the Raleigh schools, after
b( Ing closed for nearly a month, re¬

opcn thls morning for a peiiod of
two months.

Mobllo had flnanciiv,' troubles witli

[her school-; when ^"jtbama passed un-

der Btate-wido prspKj'Uon. Wilmtng*
'ton had a narrow '¦."escape from dls-

contlnuing educatlon for a season.

City and county tax ratea are being
ralsed all through North Carolina, and
wc read that "many cltisena complaln
bltterly that they aro being taxed
more heavlly than they can bear."

'jBut, of course prohlbitlon always de-
'¦ stroys sources cf revenue, and the cn-

'jsulng deflclta must be recpuped some-

"jhow. Beltevers in prohlbitlon should

{pay in Increased taxea without eom-

Iplatnt, since Lhat is the necessary prlco
of the reform to which they hav ded-

,1 leated themselves. But rather Indig-
nant protests must be expected from

TAXIM. lNCOMES AM) I.MH'lll- .*

TANCES.
One of the must obvlous stcpa in 'he

program of maklng laxes moro etiut-
lablo |s to levy a tax ..n Incomoa and
Inherltances. A man wlth »» Income ol
.1 certaln slzi i*. always ablo to con-
trlbute io the state expenses, because
he actually has lhe money from whlch
this contrlbutlon can bc mado without
Impatrlng his capital or matciially leas-
enlng hls resources. With an Inlierl-
lance also tho mer.* fact that an estatf
ls prcsc-nl i> an uiidenUble proof thul
a subjeet for taxatlon hns been found
And so taxes on InherUanoes and in
comes may properly be \uiicd taxea or
weaiih, ln contradUtlncUon tu a rev¬
enue tax lovled on the tea, cocoa am

sugar of tho poor, v.iiicli, though I
may produce revenue, ta u tax ou pov
erty. Beyund thls udmlsslou, however
there la nn esaentlal dlstlnct.on be
tween a tax on tbi) income ami u ta;
on inherltance, whlch should never bj
overlooked or forgotten by the l'als
latlye authoritles,
A ta \ on Income means thul a gov

pai t pf the earning
or a p.u t of the earn
is or bodies ol Iih clt
Cfl of ri v cmie, llke th
rent, and lhe taJtjjU^
¦ or dtaslpatk; ly,. doea not

a i tuic-s or thv brulnti or the bodlesI

produco thin Incomo, With n tax on

Inhorltiinc*) it ls fnr otherwlae. ln
tliat cnse tho governtnent takes a sliaro
of the accumulatod capital wlilch the
docctlont hed been ablo to save up dur¬

lng lils life. Tho Inherltfinco tnx, lt ls
true, Is levlctl ln monoy, but In effect it
amounts to taking so many acres of
land, so many sheep or oxen, so many
yatdS of oloth nnd ho mnny mlles of
railroad from tho owncrshlp of an ln-
dlvldiuil nnd transfcrrlng It to the own¬

crshlp of the govcrnment. ln other
Words, tho govcrnment stcps ln nnd
forces tho helrs or legatcos to dlvlde
wlth It tho estate of tho dcccdcnt.
Now If tho govemment tnkes tho

monoy so recelved nnd Invests lt In
permanent Improvements; lf, for ex¬

ample, lt biillds roads or deepens hnr-
bors or plants forests or crccts bulld¬
lngs, tlie capital of the natlon lins not
been lessencd, for what was permnncnt
wealth ln the hands of lhe individual
has been transformed Into permanent
wealth in the hands of lhe govemment.
Rut. if the governnient takes the money
derlved from inherltance taxes and
uses it up for ordinary current ex¬

penses, as, for example, In cxtending
rural freo delivery, In buylng powder
for target practlce or In paylng mlll¬
tary or old ago pcnslon*. tho wealth
of the natlon is actually and demonstra-
bly belng disslpated. It wlll not do.
therefore, for the govcrnment to treat
sums derlved from inherltance ns a

fund tliat can be used for Its opcratlng
expenses. If the govcrnment were to
take thls course, matters mlght well
come to a polnt whero tlie capital of
the citizens would bc dlshursed through
governmental expenditure for unpro-
ductlve. undertakings, and the citizens
would bc compelled to eHlier forego the
habit of saving or submtt to scclng
thelr property squanderet! by tlie gov¬
crnment.
Wo do not think it probable that the

dlstlnctlon tliat we liave pointed out is
llkely lo be followed, but it is none the
loss well worth the mosi careful con¬

slderatlon of thoso who are charged
wltli raising the revenue and dtsburs-
ing tlie income of natlons.
As wc pointed out on Tuesday last,

tho total inhcritance taxes in Amerlca
amount to only |10,'600,uOO, of whlch
5«.UOO,000 comes from New York and
Pennsylvania nlone. ln England, how¬
ever, tho duties ou estates furnished
£10,r,00.0UO for the year endlng Murch
31, 1907. whlle the dutic* on legaclcs,
conccsslous uml probatcs brought up
the grand total to nearly £14,000,000,
In Belglum bucc aston duties furnished
25,000,000 francs, and ln Italy for tlie
same perlod tho taxes on concesslons
produced 39,000,000 Ure. lf tho United
States, therefore, goes into the redcral
inlieri'ance tax wo may expeet a very
large sum to be derlved from that
source, probably not less than ¥150,000,-
ii.ii) pcr annum. I'oi tlili reason, there¬
fore, it is moat ii- ci a Congri
aml the pjrblic at large to conlslder
carefully what the effect of an Inher¬
ltance tax really is and how tlie rev¬

enue derlved from Ihls .source should
be spont,

Mr. Payno alrily suggests that wo¬
men can do wlthout kid gloves, if they
don't like the lax, and wcar cotton
ones or silk mltts insicad. It'll bc a
coollsh day when thls brazen old sln-
ner ls ever asked* io address a
Mothers* Congress or tlu* llke of that.

One collateral but Iiighly important
result of Mr. Taft's electlon is thal tl
has cffcctually sllonCed Chancellor
Day.

Our statistlclans toll Us that thi ox-
hcir to the Servian throne has, in ef-
;." !. been klcked upstalrs, anything
belng upstalrs irom tbc viewpoliu of
the Servian throne.

.'Ambassador 1'llot" makes as pleas¬
ant and euphonloua h collocatlon of
words as has occurred to us in some
weeks.

Really it does seem up to Mr. I'cidi-
nand P. Earle now tt* supply the lan¬
guage wlth tho oppositc of "afftnlty."

"Master Kermit Roosevelt, the ac-

cred 1 ted photographer of tho expedltlon,
will kindly supply us wlth a large
cabinet pieture of his father dropplng
out of public vlew.
-

According to the Toledo Blade. tlie
Commoner has been lnvelghlng
agalnst the word "retlre." But so far
as wo have observed, the Blade iIoch
not accuse lhe Commoner of falluru to
practice what It prenchos.

Gas Addlcks, of Delawarc, has been
lined $110 on a contempt of court
Charge. lt is a prcUy llberal and
tolerant court that focis only $110
worth of contempt for Addicks.

Owlng to exlgonclea wholly beyond
our control. tho old questlon lias been
shlfted und peoplo kro« now asking
each other: What wlll our ox-Presi-
dents do to us?

Turn about i.s falr play. Here is a

Chlnese missionary society forwardin.tr
.fJ'.i to holp upllft the natives of
Arkansas.

THE *HASO.\ ANU SLIDELL CASE.
"*..." A»rceiuciil ou C'OllducI of .\nval
Wnrfnre Recalla Uistqiic lu-ldcni.
With much skepticism ls to bfi taken

the statement from Washington tliat
another tl'lumph for tho-I'nited Staton
iu to be road ln iirticl-****17 of tlie Lon¬
don convontlon of marltlme powers.This provldes tliat any person beloug-Ing lo tho armed forces of the,enemy
may bo made a prisoner of 'war ou
board a neutrai vessel, even thoughthere be no reason for setziug tho
vi herself. it ls sald that thls ts a
recognltion of the principle under
Whloh Captain Wllkes removed Mason
und .Slidell from the RrltlHli steamer
Tlent, durlng our Civil War. lt ts
addod thal the UHtish representatlvesat London reuouncod the doetrine uu-
d.'i whlch the roloase of Mason and
Slidell was dcinanded and ohtalned.
Thls wc must think hlghlv doubtful.
Mason aml Slidell were. not a part of

[tne "armed forces" of the Confedoracv.
rn. y were dlplornatlc agents, and the

'right ..r neutrali to convoy them to a
neutrai port can scarcely be quesiion-ed, Lincoln had Mason nnd .Slidell
glven up ou tlm teclmlcjl Riound that
Captaln Wllkes should, have broughtln tlie Trenl for adjudlcatlon ot tim
uuestion m dlspute by a prUe court;but when Beward came, later, to arguethe ,tustice ot thelr selsure, he put lt
on thu ground thai they were ooiitra*k>and, H im: i.ii i-.-m rally admlttedby Anfi'i ic:.n writers 011 iiiu-inut lonal
law thut the capture of Mason andSlidell was illegHl; uml it ls hurd to

tion of London
lUStlfy II. The

liilel! could be
.¦ainicil !..i, ,-,,
v ok i;v(...nni

Borrowed Jinglcs.
SB18MIC nojIKSTICITY.

He led tho house ut 8 A. M.,Am wan i.i, ,¦.,,].¦ wny,Tho tide of bualneaa IICo f .item,Juat as lie Old oncli dny.
Ilo loft behlnd a Kriido wife,A homo nll ,-ni., am| awaal
To theso, from .\\ tlm cures of life,Ilo nlghtly would retroat.
AlnsI ho hUrrled homo thnt nlght,Fond vlBions in hls l.ronrit,
To Ond n'crwhclmlnR, awlul bllght,Hnd fallen on hlg neat!
Hnd lightning nttitck llio little flat
f
And rlppod tho placo In iwnln?

riiere was no apot t0 |By h|« hat.¦
Hc put lt on agnln.

Thore waa nn place to haiur hla coal,No chalr In Whlch to slt;
A cloud of dual went down hls throat.
Of suppcr, «ot n bit!

Tlio biueau overfllled tlie door,
Thoir trunka woro on tho bed;

Thero waa no enrpet on tlie floor,
Thu lirlc-a-brac had ftcil.

Hls wife wns somewhere ln the gloom,
Ho Bcemed to hour hor volce;

Then came In contact wlth a bruom.
And left.-hc had no cholce,

Now In hla offlco chalr ho walta
To lioar the welcotno rail,

And whon lt comea he'll thank lhe fntcs
Thnt home la hlg.till fall.
.h. S. *SVaterhoii8e. In New Tork Run.

AIERELY JOKLNU.

Advl»hlt tiie Arllat.
"Mister, you're wastlng ttmo sketclilng

tbnt. otd ruineU brldgo."
"Indeed?"
"Yes; there's a flne new si.-ei brldtre Just

a mllo farther on.".Plttsburs Fost.

The Courlln*.
"Vonr daughter loolts « Irlfle pealied."
"Yos; stie'a beon slt t Ing up a kooiI deal

latoly with a lovcslcic frlon.l.".Loulsville
Courler-Journa).
Aa sluilio-'iirurr Says.

"Roosevelt wlll be perfectly at home in
Africa, Ilo kin make IiIb way anywhere."
"You bot, Tho world la hla Oystor Bay."

.Washington Herald,
Ills Speclalty.
"Lady," wild Mcatiderlng Mlke, "you don't.

wnnt to llaten to no hard-luck story, do
you'.'"

"Not a bit of it."
"You rellevn my mind, ir you want io

hear somothin" wortb whlle, you lea' glinmc
n chanec ln show whnt I l-.ln do na nn
aftcr-dinncr Speaker.".Washington Ptar.

Sniiiil ltr"*:-.lan.-r.
Maflatrate.Did vou arrest tha, prisoner,

MeNutty?
Offlcer MeNutty.Ol did. ye,- Honoi.
MaglstratC.Old he offer nm io-.|«tunoe?
Offlcer MeNutty.Only 12. >er Honor..

Chlcago Dally News.

I'ullowlng I'reicdi-nt-.
"Tliat lioy of mlne tr ,iu.«t bound to be

Prealdent."'
"Why ao?"
"Hc chopped down a cherry tteo nnd then

spllt lt Into raila.".Putk.

WI8DOM IN 8.YIALI. D08KS,

SO.MKHODY is alleged lo have invented »
inai-liine whicli wlll enable a man to
dam hls own socke. Thia wlll doubt-

Irss rome ns ,i aavere blo*n ta Margar.'t
11 llngton..Chlcago Record-Herald.

:-'i"iiiirir Indorsciiienii a-e .-, a!p;U thlnif.

PERSONAL AND OENERAL,
Montvillr. in iho BtaH of Malne, 1ms

electod Charles Neiion Allen town rleik
for ttlf * twenty-aacond time. The town
meetlng' was held on hi** autty-aecond
birthday. He'a aa innct. one. of tho town's
Instttiilloni aa th<* bld North Kldgo meeting-
houae. his next door nelghbor.

Actlng upon a petltion froin Bayalde, A.
C. Hanklna. Superlntendent of Street clean
ing ln Queena, lris appolnted a wenian ns

collector of ashes and garbage In the Bay-
aldo terrltory. Tho appolrteo la Mra. Mnry
Tlerney. and rh» Is probably the only wo¬
man on tho N,w Tork Clty payroll ln that
vapaclty.

Heroafter persons not- bedonging to thn
naval establishnient reeeiving perinlialon
lo phdtograph war vessels or navy yar.i.s
will bo requlred to furnlsh, wlthout coat,
dupllcates of all pleturea taken. Movlng-
picture ftlms nre Included.
The soil and cllmate cf Southern Man-

rhurla, especially throughout the (ertile
l.iau Valley, are naturally udapted to the
Hbiindant production of Indian corn. The
rich alluvial soil. togelhcr with tlio long,
bot eummcr daya nnd warm nlghts, rom-

btned wlth copious ahowers. constituto Ideal
conditions for ihe suecessful production
of com,

Chliiu if- an agrlcultural country, and
moro than two-thirds of Ite vast popula¬
tlon are engaged ln agrlcultural. pursulis,
but fol'owlng a system that was in vogue
centurlea ago, Increased crops aro not the
result nf advanced cultlvation or the nppil-
cathui of modern devicos to*eiirlch tlie soil,
favorable cltmatia conditions alone stimu-
luting tlie yleld,

Spain U the largest oltve oll produolng
country in Europe. A good harvest glvos
ubout 600,000 toiu of oil. It« home con¬
aumptlon ii very considerable, and lt Is
probable thut ihe hlgh market price will
prevent ns oxportatlon. lf uext spring tiie
ollve grovea glve hopes of a largo crop,
the prlces ol pain will drop, ulfeellng for¬
elgn markets, iho Amerlcan Included,

M'lTllKH.V MANtl''ACTt'ltEltS.
Co.icui ou Their PosHion ns Rcsarda

tlio Tnrlft.
Tho southern manufacturers wouui

be wlse to remember that they owo
tmmeusurably moro to tlio Democratii;
party than they have ever received or
enn ospect to aci from the Republl¬
cans. lf thore had been in the South
no Democratlc party there would now
be no manufactorles. We would have
virtually no govcrnment. No form of
investment would bo safe. The reseuo
iof ihe South from Republican mls-
rule wus a. condition necessary to tho
phiclng' of une brick upon another in
the walls of ;t cotton mill, and the
manufacturers nbould not so soon foi-
KCt that the prevalcnop- of law an.i
order that makes thoir property securo
Is a Domocratia bonn.
The ninjoritv of the Southern people

havo no direct interest ln cotton niiil*-.
Thoy nre nelther buyers of tho stock*
hor workers at tlio looms. They are

etmsuniors o£ tho Roud" whlch tho
mllls niuko, und thelr interesls nre
opposed to the lilfjh prlces whicli pru-
ti'ciion brlnga ahout. At the same
tlme, ihiH large majority do not wish
lhe Southern uianufucturers to be de-
prlved of lhe henclits of such protectlon
as wlll be enjoyed bv certaln other
Amerlcan indiiHtrles, but it Is a fuii
presumplton that they wlll rc'iiiiit n

dlsposltlbn to oppose all tarlff reduc¬
tlon, even thut desreo to whlch tlu
Republicans ure consimtlng.
Meanwhlle, lr tlm Southern cotton

splnners aro determlned io Hot thein-
solvea squurely iib-iilnsl the pollcles ol
the national Uemooratlo party ancl vi
form nn nlllnnce wlth the siand-pat-
ters of ti,. Republican party (and thut
would Boi in tha purport of thoir At-
iantu resolutlon) they shduld no long.
er pretend i.> bo Democrats und bIiquIc
ceaae to plend their ililellly to Demo-
crutle prlnclples beforo iicnioorutlt
stute LeKi.sUmiie.i..i'hui'leuton News

,J4Aiii Cuuriur.

The Courts of Europe
By La Marquise do Fontenoy.

Few t'rown i-riiioe* Pawlflce Tlicln-
Kelves for Love.

CROWN PRINCh'S who liave acCual-
I>* iibHtiduiiod thelr succcsslon to
tne throne aro fow ln numbor,
ulthough thero aro shoala of

tlmin wlio havo ln tho onrly duya of
tlieir calf lovo oxprossod thoir Inten-
llon of maklng thls uncriflce to wed
Home glrl beyond tho palo of royalty,
and often of vory liumblo orlgln. Thus
Crdwn l'rlnco Forcllnund of Roumttnla
offorod to reiiiiunco hla posltion as
l.elr-nppnrent of lils uncle, King
Charles, ln ordor to load to tho nltar
tho portly Helen Vacareacu, several
yeara hla ten lor, and occupylng at the
tlme tho poaltlon of mald of honor tu
Queen Mflsabeth, otherwlse "(Jarmcn
Sylvn." Hut he was shpn curod of hls
ildlculous Infutuatlon ny tho. pnrtlcu-
li.rly ftiHelnutlng Engllsh princess wlio
ls now hls coitsort. Tho present King
of sweden, too, nnd the late King- Al¬
bert of Sftxony ure on record as having
been oqually reudy to givo up thelr
prospcctlvc suoccHslon to tlio crown ln
order to marry women of tho bour-
geolste, whlle tho romance of old Em-
laror Willlam of Ocrinany and of Prin¬
cess Ellso Rtidzlwlll, and his entreatles
t.i be pcrmltteel to turn over to hls
younger brother, Charles, hls place In
the llno of succcsslon, so as to bo ablo
to wed tho object of his adoratlon, aro
matters of hlstory.
Hut there are rehttlvely few prcco-

dents for the remarkablo step just
taken hy young George of Serviu.
Princo Willlam of Hohcazollern, who
hof, just become n wldower. was oloct-
cd hy the Roumanlans as successor to
IiIh uncle. King Charles, Hut after
spendlng a couple of years al Bucha-
i est as crown prince he developed such
a dlstaste for the peoplo who were
tr, bo hls subjects and such a "helm-
veh," or home-slck ness, for the Vatcr-
liind tlmt he in.'-lsted upon renounclng
Wts posltion In Rouinanta to hls
younger brother. Ferellnand.
A much more famous cane Is that of

the Czarovltch Constiintlno Paulovltch.
To thls day tho true reasons for his
stipersession by his younger brother,
Nlcholaa, remain shrouded in mystery.
According to aome, it was due to hls
morganatlo mnrrluge wlth the lovcly
Pollsh Countess .leannc G-rudzlnslui,
created princess Lovlcs after belng dl-
vorced from her saxe-Coburg consori.
According to others, It was because he
hlmself wan convinced tliat his un-

governable temper nnd hls leanlng to-
wards tho Oriont rather than to tlie

i. i.i'l. nt. also tlio dcilclencles of hls
educatlon, iniilttcd hlm for the dlfflcult
»oie of Emporor. Thero nro still others
wlio attribute liis act of renunclatlon
10 rembrse for compllclty tn tho mur¬
der of hls crazy father, Paul I.; whlle,
according to yet another story, he
made way for Nicholus becuuse ha had
pledged hlmself to grant a constltu¬
tlonal form of govcrnment to the peo¬
ple, and iind become convinced that, lf
lie fultllled hls pledges, it would bo
fatal to hi> dynasty und to tbc natlon.

Certaln it is that tho so-called pe-
combrlst consplracy. which sigrtallzed
the commennement of tbo reign of hls
brother, Nlcholas, was organized and
composed almost entlrely of nobles and
offioers who were clamortng for a con-
Btltutlon, rnui who were bent upon
placlng Conntetntlne on the throne. ln
order tlmt Russla mlght be endowed
wlth 8 popular form of govcrnment.
The watchwqrd of the consplracy wun
.t'oiiMtiintiti" and Constltutlon," and so

groat was ihe popular ignoranco whlch
thoso days m Russla that
lower classes of tho peo*
I been lnduccd by thelr

superlors to take part In tho revolu-
tlonary rlslng, were convinced tbat
"Constltutlon" ,WOS the naine of the
lovely Pollsh wlfo cf Grand i»uke Con-
i tuntine.

lust what klnd pf ttn Emperor fon-
¦¦ mid have made It If lmpus-

to say His looks and manners
v.ere ngalm i'ii. and he had none of
the pollsh, comollness and majestlc
presence of his older brother, Alexan¬
der I. and of hls younger brother.
Nlcholaa l. rmt he was a very sue¬
cessful general. and, although not tho
eidest son of a Czar, recelved. never-
theless, the tltle of Czarovltch from
Alexander 1 ln recognltion of his vlc¬
tories on the fleld of bnttlo. In Poland
he was well llked, and ruled the coun-
trv wlth ablllty nnd tudgment, sis-

slsted bv hi*- Secretary of StHte. Haukc.
whose forbears included Hebrows and
Lutheraii pastors. Hauke'A dnughtor
became, through her clopement and
morganatlc marriage with prince
Alexander of HbSSO, lhe mother of the
varlous Battenberg prlnces, one of
whom ruled for a time over Hulgarla,

[another is admlral commandlng thu
channei squadron of the Engllsh navy,
whlle still another brother, now dead.
wai tho father of the young Quccn of
Spaln.
Lady Blcho, who ia now staying at

Washington witli licr son. 1-Iugo Fran¬
eis Charteris, ono of the seeretarles
of the British embassy, 13 a daughter
of the Hon. percy Wyndham. of Clouds,
in Wiitshlre; is through lilm a grttnd-
daughter nf tho flrst Lord Leconflcld.
und ls familtar to many people lu thls
country through ono of John 8. Sar-
gent's raasterpleces, tho painting ln
e(uestlon representfng licr ..and her two
sisters, Lady Tennant and Mrs. Charles
Adeane. The pieture was tho feature
of the Royal Academy exhibition of
some twelvo years ago, whoro it was
deslgnated by King Edward (then
Princo of Wales) as "The Three
Graces," a tltle well merlted, wlilch
lias utuck to Lady Elcho and to lier
tv.'o fasclnating and glftocl sisters cvei
since.N \

Lord Elcho is tlie eidest son and helr
of that. wonderttul old .Scotch grand
sejgneur, the Earl of Wemyss aiul
March, who ls now ln his nlnety-ftrr.t
yeur, and who, when eighty-two,
tempted matrimony i'or a second time
by marrylng a Miss Graco Blackburn.
VVhen, in tlie ordinary course of events
thls hale and heurty Scottlsh cliicftaiu
ls gathered to hls fathers, hls son wlll
become tenth Earl of Wemyss and

I Blxth Earl of March, whllo Hugo Char¬
teris, now at Washington, wlll blossom
forth as Lord Elclio.

Lord Elclio and hls father, Lord
Wemyss, whose name should bc pro-
nounced us "Wi'timz," ure desconded
l'i om thal Sir David Wemyss wlio in
tho tliirteonth century was ono of the
Scotch mdgnates eliosen to convej
Queen Margaret, the mald of Norway
trom Scandlnavia to Scotland on hei
accesslon lu her mother's right to tlie
Scottlsh crown, nnd at Wemyss Ca-stlt
Ihero Htlll oxlsts the curlous sllvei
Norweglan bowl presented by tho ther
King of Norway to thls Slr Davie!
Womyss., The terrltory or shlro ol
Wemyss ls situated on lhe north shore
of the Flrth of Eorth, and' ls aald tc
derlye Its mimo from the caves ln lt?
rocky eoalt, tho walls of which are
saulptured wlth the work of aarlj
Clir.'Stlan miasionarles, to whom thei
furnished sheltor. The. first member ol
the Wemyss family to bear tho tltlt
of. earl was Slr John Wemyss, wnc
\ as created Earl of Wemyss and Baroi
Eicho b.v Charles I., ln splto of whlcl
ho sided with the parllamentarlam
agalnst his royal master. The fourtl
ee.rl waa Queen Anne's Lord Hlgh Ad'
inival of Scotland, mid one of tho com'
niisslonera feir concjudlng the treatj
of unlon betweon England and Scot
land. Tho fifth earl married tht
daughter and heiress of Colonel lfran
ci- charteris, of Amlsticld, and fron
that tlme forth tha Womysses have al
ways homo tho name of Chnrtoris li
I'MiJiinction wltli thelr former patro
iiyinic.
H seems a pity that ,^o lllustriou:

and hlstorio a house as that of Wemysi
should have seen llt to assume tlu
name of Charteris, and to thus provlch
for tho perpetuatlou of tho connectloi
of thelr family wlth so luftimous t
ci'eaiure as tho Colonel Frnnols Char
terls ln f|iie.*nion, wlioae mlsdeeds ari
fumlliur to all siudents of tho work;
Of Pope. of Glll¦tiv nnd. of Ir'Ogai'tll
Thls Colonel Chnrtoris began life li
the ISngllsh army, but wus druinmei
out of hls reglment for pheatlng a
cui'iis, llicreupon enterlug a Dutch reg
ii.ient, from whleh hc wa».expelled fo
bU'itllug. Ou hls return'to Scotlam
hls father purcliused him a eummls
Klou in tho Thlrd Reglment of Poo
GuurdK, but tho ofticorH in thut eorp
refused' to enroll him or to hold an
conin.i.nlcation tvlth him. Ile event
uallv ijoi iiitu some otlier realment, ob
tuii ed by puiohuho promotlon to i\)
lauK ui. licu**lAuuul-aoloucl, bul \vu

forced once moro out of the army, after
Having boen found gullty of fraudv,
wlilch resulted, among othor punlsh*
ments. ln hls belng forced to recelve
on hls kneos at the bar at the Houso
of Commons a scorchlng roprlmnn 1
from tho Bpoakcr. Theroupon ho de¬
voted hlmself to gambling and lo
iiRiiry, sorvod several terms of lmprlti-
onmcnt ln Ne-tVge.te, and wa* so oxo-
cratcel on account of hls wlokndncDS
tliat a publlo riot took place at hls
funeral, tho mob almost tearlng tho
hody out of the coflln, and castlng deud
dogs and cat.s, as well as othor offul,
Into the tomb along wltii It.
The slxth earl having become ln-

volved ln the JaCoblto rlislng ln 1745,
hla honors worn attalnted by Parlia¬
ment; but, on hls death wlthout Issue:
ln 1787, thoy were rostored without
difficulty to hls brother.

(Copyrlgnt, 1909, by the Brentwood
Company.)

STATE PRESS
fh.lmlng tbe DIsltaeMen.
The clty of Richmond haa a Ward law

of Ita own, under tho operatlon of whlch
four warda of the clty comtrfne to parcol
out among themselvea tho llon'a ahara of
the. fund for street Improvements, giving
tho other three warda "the lesvings."
Thero Is moro polltlcs In the IUohmond
Council ln ono meetlng than In all tha other
municlpal bodlea of the fltftto ln a year..
Danvlllo Baa.
You muat be referrlng to Newport Newa.

At any rnte. that'a what waa dona here.
We thought It waa unpaxalleled..Newport
News Tlmcs-Herald,
Ueg pardon; don't get Ihlnga confined.

Roanoke. comea ln for tha llon'a share ot
the ward law und ctmncllraanlc polltlcs..
rtoanoka Tlmea.

Thelr Relatlve Poaltlona.
In roply lo soms remarks of ouri the

N'orfolk Ledgor- Dlapatch aaya:
"Mr. Tucker. tn a publlc apeech a few

daya ago, l«ft no room for argument on hls
poaltlon. He stated emphatlcally that be
Would slgn no Stata-wlde prohlbitlon blll
paised by tht, Leglslature. He aaw no way
for 'Inetructtng* the membera of the Houso
of Delegates who wlll bo nominated ln the
gubernatorlal prlmary, and the Sonate Is al¬
ready elected and could not posslbly be
instructed. The prcaent Senate was elected
for four yoars.

"Judgo Mann aaid he would algn a Btate-
wido prohlbitlon blll lf the Leglslature wna
Instructed or'he belleved a majority of the
peoplo wanted lt. Ia there a member of
the Antl-Saloon League In Virginla who
does not belleve that a majority of tho peo¬
plo ln Vlrglnla want State-wlde prohlbi¬
tlon?"
Wo had not seen tlila slalement from

Mr. Tucker. It clears away all tho doubi,
ao fnr aa he la concerned, and leavra the
"strlng" on Judgo Mann's platform only..
Newport News Times-Herald.

Mliltnrlstn.
Let us stop where wc are before we con-

vert the navy Into « slde pocket that ab-
sorba a great part of our taiatlon whlle lt
is threatenlng ua wlth continued and dls-
nstrous forelgn wars. To-day tha feare.I
nxpendlturc of $.10,000,000 haa grown to

1136.000.000 wlthout ln any way aatlsfylng
ihe clamorous demands of tho Jlugo for
more money. Between them, «he army and

| tha navy cost nearly $:50,000,OOO per yesr,
j whlch loys a burden of over *l'5 on every
lamlly nf five..Tho Tlraes-Dlepalch.

Thls Is a ghowlng that should make every
cltizen of thls country pauae and conslder.
**hlps. shlps, all the tlmo more shlps; «

! standing army Increased, and mllllons and
mllllons of dollars spent.thene are some
of the results of tho Spanish-Amerlcan
Wnr nnd Theodore Rooaovelt. Where wlll
lt end? Wh.ii wlll the advocates of a larK"
navy and ptnndlng nrmy be sotisflcd? The
flrst queatlon 1« bard to answer. but tlie
peeotid 's caalet. Never. The larger tha
* aw, tlie larger lt must be; the more sol-
rflers under irm«, the more wlll be neees.
jnrv. Your truo mllltartst is never satls¬
fled, nnd If left to hlmself wlll linpoverish
the country or embroll us In a forelgn wai,
,ir beth, The Spanlsh War lasted only u

few month*. but the results wa still see In
.. big detlclt and blglicr taxce..Lynchburg
Advance.

Toll Road*.
The Iteal Etuate Owners' Protective Asso¬

clatlon Is on Ihe rtght llne In urging tne
abolltlon of the toll ro»d. The toll gate lf
a tax on transportatlon, nnd ln thls day
nnd geueratlon has no ahaaow of oxcuse
for exlstence. And yet there ls scarcely a

road leadlng Into Norfolk or rortsmoutli
for passage over whlch toll la not to-day
\nited. Let u« hope that the day ls nol

far dlstant when these rellcs of an unen-
Mghtened and unprogresslve past wlll bf
abollshcrt, and residents of the surroundlna
communltlea wlll bo able to vlslt Norfolk
wlthout belng held up. comlng ani golnB,.
Norfolle. Vlrglnlan-rilot.

Kldnapplng Laws. ¦»

A uuinber of tho Btatss, Virginia amonc
others, make kldnapplng for ransom a felo¬
ny, punlshfible by death. Olher Btates ure
tnklng the matter up, and wlll provlde
eevero pcnalties. There ia sentlment every-
wliere |n behalf of aavera punlshioent. Ir
fact. tho death* penalty ls generally recog¬
nized as none too eevere, but for the sake
of th« child that may be stolen it Is fearefJ
Ihat the death penalty may make the kid-
napper deaperate when In close quarten
and not hesltate to klll the child, lf It
wlll help lilm to escape. knowlng that lt ti
death anyway lf caught. whereas. wlth t

lighter punlshmenl ln prospect. he mtght
eparo tho chltd. Somo suggest it would bi
hettcr to grade the punlshraent. maklns |i
aeveter In proportlon to tho harshncs:

i shnwn or harm done to ths child.
Thls suggeslion desorves conslderatlon

I for lt has been often demonstrated that jus-
jtlce ia defeated when extreme penaltles un

j provlded. Thls haa been especially true as tf

punlahment of wlfe-boaters..Staunton Dla¬
patch.

Voice of the People
The Offlce of Dlvlslon Superlntendcut
Edltor of Tho Times-Dispatch:

Slr,.All over the State tho mattei
of the division supcrintendency ls be-
ing discussed Just now, In view of tlu
fact that the time Ot election of thos-:
offlclals is very near at hand.

Until recently, and probably at pres¬
ent ln the minds of many persons, tlu
boliet seemed to be that almost anj
man is sultable for this offlce. Thost
who have such thoughts arn entlreh
unawaro of its lmportanco and jusi
how an Inefflclent superlntendent wil
and does affect tho progrems of the pub
lie school system ln the division cr
whlch he Is the head, and, further
more, in affectlng the progress of this
great lnstltution, he rotards tho pro
gress and Injures tho child for whon
tho publlc schools exlst.
He Is supposed to bo the leader lt

everything looklnu to the boltermcn
of schools, and, indeed, ls, if he bo thi
right sort. of man, hut lf he bo a. bnei
numbor (however woll prepared aca

demically), or unprofoasional offlclal
lt matters not how good hls teacheris
the schools as a whole wlll not.can
not...advance.

Flrst, there must be a school spiri
among teachers, trustees and the peo
ple, for the success of tho system. I
ls tho superlntendent's business ti
create and foster thia splrlt. If lv
does not, no one else will. Any su

perlntendont whose taaohers are lack
ing spirlt, who have llttle falth ln wha
they are dolng; whose trustees do no

bellove ln the instltutlon with whlol
they are connocted; whose people an

romlss ln thelr cordlallty, may wel
acknowledges the fact that he and hi
alone ls responsible.
Teaohlng ls a profession as tooly, a:

far-reachlng ln Its Influence, as any o
the other learned professlons; so a gooi
superlntendent will see that only pro
fesslonal men and women enter hls dl
vislon. Furthormore, ha wlll seek tt

Improve profeBslonally those that an
not what they should be already ln ,h|i
dlvlslon. To any superlntendent wh>
knows hls business thore are rtip.n:
ways of dolng thls. To one who i

Ignorant even of hls own dutles ther.
are pot only no ways, but even lf b:
chanco ho should atumblo upon some
thlng to holp hls teachers, he doe
not knoW how to uso lt. It would b
wearlng another's armor, henoe a mis
(lt.
A llve superlntendent wlll so Influ

enco publlo oplnlon tlmt tho counir:
¦-, schools wll! he Increased in tlme
s | Uencti iflvln;, the country. .boy a chuuc

wlth hla urbnn nelghbor. At present
wo must ndtnlt ho doon not liave lt.
Tho cfflclcnt superlntendent wlll

lnivn suoh a hold nn hls, teachers (not
becauso tho law makes hlm superlior
as a servant nf tho peoplo) that ho
wlll recolvo thelr support In all hls
efforts for school Improvomont. They
wlll confor and advise wlth lilm nnd
look upon hlm as the sourco of thoir
proCosslonal ald as woll as oncourage-
ment. He wlll have some system In
tho worklngs of hls schools.wlll hnve
them organlsod and thereby secure
greater offlclency. We recognlze at a
glanco tho Inefllclont men by the lack
of organization In Tils dlvlslon, every¬
thing belng run In a haphazard way.
The lncfflclent stiperintendoni. cannot.

hold good teachers, even If by chunc*
ho secure them, for, as Dr. Dennv
statod at Nowport News, "an army of
tlons wlll not long consent to bo led
by a stag," and very properly, for a
teacher wlio wants to make progre^a
realizes soon under such so-callcd m-
pervlslon he wlll deterlorate.
The professional superlntendent wlll

on hls vlsltatlons to schools seek lo
help the teacher.to make hlm a better
teacher.-not under any clrctimstanci-s
wlll ho go In and Just questlon the
pupils hlmself and probably make a
speech to them. That ls not supervlM-
Ing. Most auybody else could do that.
Hut hls duty ls to holp that teacher
whosev room he visits by way of sug-
geetlon or otherwlse.not try to nmi
out how llttle the pupils may know or
rld hlmself of a few nlce-soundtnpc
phrases. Hls work ls wlth tho teacher
on suoh visits. Anything less than
thls Is not supervision and tho State
throws away Ita money for tho coun-
terfelt.

It does not siifftce thal a man wan n
teacher somewhore back ln tho paat
that ho mny be a good superlntendent,
unless he has kept fully abreast of tne
wonderful strldes that are belng made
from year to year ln the educational
world, fflr unfortunately the pedagogue
Is about the caslest person we have
to fall Into a rut and stay there. and
such clnss of people aro surely ln U1I3
rut.
Nor should the offlce go to one aa 3

reward for somo servlce, polltlcal or
otherwlse. The training of the clill¬
dren in tho publlc schools Is too sacred
a matter to he thus llghtly tosscl
about and caught by whoever can dis¬
play tho most "pull" nnd show the
greateBt servlce rendered unless, of
course. thnt servlco bo of a pedagozi-
cal character.
Thls matter of supervision ls one

that tho taxpayers should havo a say
In qulte as much as ln the building of
roads or any other thlng where the
publlc wcal ls nt stake. for the way ln
whlch It ln rarrTed out affects thn
childrcn for whom the school tax m
lcvlnd.

Should we not meet what Is rcquirtd
for the development of tho child'
Vlrginla'a children deserve the bi;.**..

J. ¦WALTKIt KtTTFlNOTOrl.
Prln. T-'ront Itoyal Publlc Schools.

March 18. 1900.

The PeiinUjr of Honealj.
Kditor of The Tlnics-Dlspatch:

tSlr,.lt takes a courageous man te
go through Ufe wlthout crlppllng hii
conaclence for pollcy's aake. We woulc*
have more honesty of oxprcs-hlon lt
men could afford lt. but many a man'a
mouth Ih closed and hc act*S the liypo-
crlte becauso he II tno fcoble riiorall}
to stand up MgaitiHt publlo <">plnion ii
tli«* defense Of what lie belleves to bt
truth.
The recent ngltalinn of certain mind.

over thn subatAtico of u lecture by Dr.
W, II. Taylor. t,t tlils city, in whicli he
auinounced hla elncero bellef concern.
Ing lhe evolution of man and hls linal-
Ity, ls biil another evldence of the in-
t-.lorance of anv freedom of thought,
wneech or brllcf not tu accord witb
orthOdOX cnstotn.

it is no di.-jrt.ilc, subjeet oi censur*
or crime for any mnn to r.-ach cOOCltl-
Isions'and "aellets" through the rea-
sonln'g pr*" eases ol hls own brain.
Kan ls no hiiiKer a free agent nor u re¬
sponsible creature when we deny hlm

[thls right. Wo have 110 desire to de-
fond Dr. Taylor ln a one-aided contro-
vcrsy. Hc needs no defense. nor does
any man whose only transgresslon con-
Msts tn belng open. honoat and tirni
hi iiiaintalning u POSitlon ho belleves

j to be cornct.
Wo were rcarcd by a Chrlstiau

' mother. hud all tlie advantages of Suu-
ilay school, prayer meetlngs and re¬
vlval servlce*; have been prayed over,
wept over and despalml bf. hecnuae we
havo never been ablo to reconclle our
bellef In a Belng who ia portrayed pa
the one hand as tlie embodlmentof love,
mercy, compattslou, omnls-flencr. and
fathcrly caro for the children of Ills
own creatlon. and en tlie othor hand
an the awful, omnlpotent, angry <lod,
who conslgn.B the bulk of humaulty to
a lake of ttre aml brlmstone f«r eter¬
nlty. We do not belleve In a rellglon
that makra a man (-ood. vlrtuous and
humane simply becauso he is trylng to
escape punlshment.
Now theae hcllcfs are only our own;

thev may ba truo or false, but they are
horiest. We belleve in a future exls¬
tence of somo klnd, but lt is only -s.
bellef, becauso we hopo for lt. *>\ c
have m. a measure rca.-:oncd it OUt.
not f 4**".i the Bible, by any means. but
froin nnalogy.and It Ik tolerably sa'-
latttctory, but by no means demonstra-
Ide or capable of proof.
Now. in dosing. Dr. Taylor's bellei*-

and our own are both tho views uf
two hon'est men, and nelther of us can

brlng any stronger proof to sustalu
them than tlie old darkcy. whose alni-
ple falth. bellef and hopo enable hlm to

*ee the hand of God In the gentlo show-
ers thut feed hls growing crops and
lu the tornado that destroya them ln a.

moment. Wc try to do our best to¬
wards our fellow man, according 10
our light, and we aro not afrald jo
truBt all the rest to our Hfavncly
rather. C. A. BRYCi:, M. D.
Richmond. March 22.

Slaughter of the Hoblna.
Kditor of The Tlmos-Dispatch:

Slr,.In your issue of Marcli -'- 1
note the comments of your correspond-
cnt, "Lex," of Howardsville. upon tnu
"legal butchoring of robins."

If your correspondent wlll Iook
moro closely into the game laws of Vlr*v
glnia he wlll flnd that the laws are
not so oncslded as he assumes. It ls
true that our game law classes thJ
robln wlth the game birds, but there la
n provlslon whloh allowa tho super-
vlsors of any county to entlrely close
tho season as to tlie killing of robins,
and tho wrlter is informed tliat ln a

number of the countles, especially west
of the Blue Rldge, tlio boards of su-

pervisors have exerclsod thelr authority
ln thls respect, and the slaughter of
theae valuable lnsoct destroylng birds
has been stopped.
The wrlter of these lines has been

a member ot the Houso of Dologates
for tha past elght years, and during
hls flrst term, under tho old Constltu¬
tlon whon special laws were permls-
slble, had a law passed prohiblting tha
kllllng of the robln and all other tn-
sectlvorous and song blrda in the coun¬
ty of Roanoke and several adjaceni.
countles. During the next term and
after tho now Constltutlon had beun
adopted the present general gamo law
was adopted. Tho'wrtter, with the aa-
slstance of'many df the friends of thu
farming Intbrosts ot the Stato made an
earnest effort to prevent the robiti
from being classed wlth game birds,
but tho influence of the "boy and his.
gun" was top strong for us, and the
best that we could do wats a compro¬
mise, giving the supervisors of eacji-
county tha power above referred to.
The board of supervisors of Roanok*
county at once closed tho season as to
roblns, and that beautlful and useful
frlend of the farmer and gardouer, ham
enjoyed protectlon for a perlod of
elght years.

If our newspapers, which are gen*u'-
nlly opposed to the wan ton destructlou
of the robln, would fapiillarlze them¬
selves as to the provlslons of our ganulaws in thls respect and glve tho sam.:
publlclty, they wopld confer grent
good upon the farmer and others,- who
have not tho opportunity to soe tho
Acts of the Oeneral Assembly, and we
foal sure that lf our farmers were fully
Informed as to thls matter there wouU
bo such pressure brought to bear upon
tho suporvisors of the countles that lt
would not bo long untll tho "legtl
hutchai'lng of roblns" would be n thlng
of the puHt. A. M. BOWMAN.

Sukiu, MiU'iih 2X.<


